CHAPTEE II.
COMPOUNDS   AND   DECOMPOSITION   PRODUCTS  OF
GLYOKEINE.
THE relationship of glycerine with the substances
known as " alcohols " is proved by the fact that
glycerine forms compounds which are similar in
composition to those of other alcohols. Ordinary
alcohol (ethyl alcohol) can be changed into ethyl
ether by abstraction of water; under similar con-
ditions glycerine gives glycerine ether (ester) ; ethyl
alcohol forms with acids certain definite compounds ;
glycerine behaves in quite a similar way.
The compounds of glycerine are of practical inter-
est, in so far as possibly the one or the other may
appear as an intermediate product in the production
of glycerine on the large scale, e.g. the compound
which glycerine forms with sulphuric acid.
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In the production of this compound, one mixes
two parts by measure of concentrated sulphuric acid
with, one part of concentrated glycerine, with con-
tinuous stirring, whereby the mixture becomes in-
tensely hot; afterwards the mixture is cooled to the